TAPT Position Statement on School Bus Passenger Protection
The Texas Association for Pupil Transportation (TAPT) serves an important role as the state’s only professional organization which represents and promotes safe and efficient pupil transportation operations for the over 1,000 public school districts in Texas, and as such has always advocated use of the compliant and properly maintained yellow school bus to transport our most precious and delicate resource, our school children. 
The most recent statistics from the Texas Education Agency indicate that roughly 35,000 school buses travel more than one million miles transporting about 1.4 million students to and from school each day. But in spite of this colossal and inherently hazardous task, national traffic accident data reveals that each year since 1990, resulting fatalities and injuries sustained by students while as passengers of school buses involved in a crash have proven extremely rare (typically less than one-half of one percent of all traffic-related student fatalities and injuries).
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the federal agency that sets the requirements for safety equipment on school buses, considers the school bus the safest form of ground transportation in America. This is due in large part to the current passenger crash protection system called “compartmentalization” which relates to the secure interior design of the high back, well-padded, strongly anchored, evenly spaced seats to help protect passengers.  As professional school transportation providers, we depend upon NHTSA as the regulatory body to make official recommendations for additional equipment that will improve upon or enhance the overall safety of the school bus.
In 2002, NHTSA reported to Congress that lap seat belts alone are NOT a viable form of passenger crash protection in large school buses. They also indicated that the use of combination lap/shoulder belts could provide some benefit and that the “potential exists for reducing the annual average passenger fatalities in frontal crashes of school buses from two to one, assuming 100 percent use of the lap/shoulder belt system.” However, the same report also stated that serious neck and abdominal injury could result when lap/shoulder belts are improperly used, as they then function like a lap belt.
It is apparent that NHTSA’s estimate of the safety benefit that could be derived from lap/shoulder belt technology was based upon two virtually impossible parameters – 100 per cent usage and no misuse. Also, NHTSA made a specific point in its report to Congress to note that if states and local school districts decide on their own to require lap/shoulder belt systems, they should be aware of “unintended consequences,” including the possibility that the reduced capacity of individual school buses and the nation’s school bus fleet as a whole could result in more children being killed or injured when using alternative forms of transportation to get to and from school. 

TAPT will continue to recognize and advocate the current design for passenger crash protection on school buses to be the safest restraint system now available and until such time as NHTSA recommends the implementation of an alternative or additional safety system that provides greater protection for our students. We also fully agree with and promote the position statement made by the National Association for Pupil Transportation (NAPT), that “our organization will only support changes to compartmentalization when we are sure that those changes will not compromise student safety in any way.”  TAPT also recognizes and emphasizes the fact that many more students are actually killed and injured while outside (as compared to those more protected inside) the bus, and we strongly believe and contend there should be a much greater focus on protecting these more vulnerable students.     
