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Purpose of the Study 
This study is being conducted in response to 
Senate Bill 546, which amended 
Transportation Code §547.701(f) and 
requires that all school buses transporting 
children be equipped with three-point seat 
belts for every passenger. As part of this 
legislation, the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) will gather data from each school 
district regarding their current bus fleet and 
the estimated cost to retrofit those buses 
with three-point seat belts. 

GETTING STARTED WITH SB 546 
REPORTING 

Step 1: Board Determines Financial Feasibility 
The board must first decide whether purchasing 
buses equipped with 3-point seat belts fits within 
the district’s budget and plan for the purchase. If 
the board determines it is financially feasible and 
plans to proceed, reporting can be completed in 
Sentinel at this stage. If not, continue to Step 2. 

Step 2: Seat Belt Inventory 
Identify the number of buses in the fleet (district-
owned or contracted) that fall into each category: 

• Fully equipped with 3-point seat belts
• Equipped only with lap belts (2-point)
• Mix of 3-point and lap belts
• Some seats with 3-point, others with no seat

belts

 
 

Step 2a: Retrofit Cost Estimate (District-Owned 
Buses) 
Request an itemized estimate to retrofit buses that 
require installation of 3-point seat belts to comply 
with Transportation Code §547.701(f). 

Step 2b: Cost Estimate (Contracted Bus Services) 
Confirm that the bus service contract explicitly 
requires all buses used for student transportation 
to have every seat equipped with 3-point seat belts. 

Step 3: Present to Board 
In a public board meeting, present: 
• The number of buses operated by or contracted

for use by the district that:
o Are not equipped with seat belts
o Are equipped only with two-point seat

belts
o Are equipped with three-point seat

belts
• The estimated cost to equip all buses with

three-point seat belts
Step 4: Report to Agency 
Report counts, costs, and board documentation in 
Sentinel by May 30, 2026. 

✅ Quick Checklist
☐ Step 1: Confirm Financial Feasibility

Determine if the budget allows for purchasing buses
with 3-point seat belts and plan accordingly.

☐ Step 2: Gather Inventory and Cost Estimates
Determine seat belt types in current fleet and obtain an
estimate to retrofit buses with 3-pt seat belts.

☐ Step 3: Present to the Board 
Share inventory and cost estimates in a public meeting;
retain agenda and minutes for reporting.

☐ Step 4: Report to Agency
Complete the required reporting within the

     Bus Reporting Module of Sentinel by May 29, 2026. Plan for reporting and ensure you 
don’t miss deadlines. Scan the QR 
code to add important dates to your 
calendar.  
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